BENEFICE OF M
CONIU
31t May
Trinity Sunday

Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your servants grace, by
the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity
and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity: keep us
steadfast in this faith, that we may evermore be defended from all
adversities; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Readings

Old Testament Isaiah 40. 12-17, 27-end
New Testament 2 Corinthians 13. 11-end.
Gospel Matthew 28. 16-end.

When | first moved to Herefordshire, and was doing my intern scheme year
with two vicars, one of them told me “the best piece of advice | can give you is
to never try to preach on the Trinity.” Having spent the last three years studying
theology, I'm inclined to agree with him — the Trinity is at once both one of the
most central and important aspects of our faith, and also the most complex,
confusing, and likely to be the cause of error.

The belief in the Trinity — that God exists in the three distinctive persons of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Trinity — is also one of the most contested
elements of belief by people of other faiths. | remember when | was at
university in Birmingham, and was talking to some Muslim street preachers,
who told me that Christianity must be in error because we claim to worship one
God, but actually worship three.

It is easy to see how people fall into this trap. If God is the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, then doesn’'t 1+1+1=3? But this is to misunderstand what
the doctrine of the Trinity actually is — Christians do not believe that a “bit” of
God is Father, another “bit” Son, and still another “bit” Holy Spirit. Rather, the
Father is completely God, the Son is completely God, and the Holy Spirit is
completely God. God does not put on a mask when we hear the words of the
Father in scripture, and then “change disguise” when we see the Son, Christ,
before donning another outfit to act as the Holy Spirit descending at Pentecost.
No — He is the same God, differentiated in persons, but united in the Godhead.
Thus, the equation is actually 1x1x1=1.

If you have a Book of Common Prayer to hand (or the internet!) | would
recommend you turn to the Quicunque Vult (also known as the Creed of St.

Athanasius.) You'll find it just after Evening Prayer, with the heading “At
Morning Prayer”. This text has served as a benchmark for orthodox faith and
belief in the Trinity since the middle of the 3rd century, and it explains in great
detail how we, in the church catholic, have understood the nature of God — “we
worship one God in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the

Persons, nor dividing the substance.”
Ewan
Services next Sunday 07" June — 1¢ Sunday after Trinity
Weston-under-Penyard Morning Worship NEW TIME

11.00 a.m.
The Lea Family Communion 9.30 a.m.
Hope Mansell Parish Communion 1662 9.30

.30 a.m.
BCP

Aston Ingham Evensong 4.30 p.m.
Linton Parish Communion 11.00 a.m.
Upton Bishop All Age Worship 11.00 a.m.

Forthcoming Services & Events
LINTON. Bible Book Club Bible Book club is an informal monthly book club

reading through the Bible one book at a time. Each session is stand alone and
starts with refreshments at 10.30am, everyone welcome. Info Contact
Charlotte

WESTON: Bible Studies continue at Penyard Rise on 2™ and 4" Thursday of
each month. Tony & Mary Pitt 07534 510614.

UPTON BISHOP have a BCP communion Service at 9.30 am on the first
Wednesday of each month. A quiet midweek service. All welcome"

Please be aware that if you have any events you would like to advertise here, do
please contact Debs directly (details below) and she will be pleased to include
them.

Please pray for all who are sick, Alan Brooker (Lea),
Please pray for all who have died, Jean Williams (Lea), R South (Lin) Michael
Sterry (Lin),

Rev David Howell: 07903 790049 email: revdavidhowell@icloud.com
Rev Ewan Gillings: 07568 515628 email: revqillings@gmail.com
If you would like to receive this pew sheet via email, please email Debs
debsparishsecretary@outlook.com

Website: www.ariconium.church




