BENEFICE OF M
CONIU
28" December

1t Sunday of Christmas

Collect

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet more
wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he
came to share in our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity; who
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

Readings

Old Testament Isaiah 63. ™*

New Testament Hebrews 2. "%
Gospel Matthew 2. 1>

CHRISTMAS - WHEN ?

The Bible (Matthew and Luke) gives details about the date of Jesus' birth in
terms of King Herod who died in 4 BC, so we surmise that the Nativity took
place in

6-5 BC. Over the years some error has crept into the calendar but that is
what we work with. What the Bible does not hint at is what time of year
was it? There are no hints or clues about this. What happened was that a
meeting of the early bishops of the church decided that a time of year had
to be established so that the Nativity could be celebrated. We do not know
when that was but we assume it was when paganism was dwindling and
Christianity was growing. The bishops wanted a date that gave the
characteristics we eventually used to describe Christmas ( the festival of
Christ), and they decided that the best candidate was the Saturnalia, the
celebration of the god Saturn. Why? Because it embodied the
characteristics they were looking for - merriment, joy, general celebration.
The Saturnalia was celebrated when it was in order too brighten up the
dreary and cold days of midwinter. So 25 December was decided on and
nobody has quibbled about it since. Indeed the festive merriment and
feasting and general jollification of Christmas filled the bill. One
characteristic of the old Saturnalia was that masters and slaves swapped
positions for the day. Itis an amazing fact that in all the time of the Roman
Empire this was never abused. You can have your Spartacus, but not even
he took advantage of this feature of the Saturnalia. The feast was too

valued as a source of fun for it to risk it being jeopardised. Anyway military
campaigning was not engaged in during the depths of winter.

So | hope that as the spirit of the Christmas season fills you at this time of
year you can make the most of it, and enjoy yourselves and be prepared
for the New Year with a soul refreshed by happiness, aware of others
especially those for whom this time of year is a time of sorrow. Have a
resolve to put flesh on the idea that following Christ should lead to joy.
Happy New Year everybody!

Services next Sunday 04" January — Epiphany

Weston-under-Penyard Morning Worship 11.15 a.m.

The Lea Family Communion 9.30 a.m.

Hope Mansell Parish Communion 9.30 a.m.

Aston Ingham Evensong 4.30 p.m.

Linton Communion Service 11.00 a.m.

Upton Bishop Interactive Epiphany Service @ 10.30 a.m.
Millennium Hall

Forthcoming Services & Events
WESTON: The new season of Bible Studies will recommence at Penyard Rise,
HR9 7PH in January 2026, date to be confirmed. Tony Mary Pitt 07534510614.
UPTON BISHOP have a BCP communion Service at 9.30 am on the first
Wednesday of each month. A quiet midweek service. All welcome"
Please be aware that if you have any events you would like to advertise here, do
please contact Debs directly (details below) and she will be pleased to include
them.
Please pray for all who are sick, Margaret Minnet (Al)
Please pray for all who have died, Richard Green (WuP), Philip Margrett (HM),
Rev David Howell: 07903 790049 email: revdavidhowell@icloud.com
Rev Ewan Gillings: 07568 5156628 email: revqillings@gmail.com

If you would like to receive this pew sheet via email, please email Debs
debsparishsecretary@outlook.com

Website: www.ariconium.church




